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ViA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION
Mazch 3, 2023

The Honorable Scott Lee
County Judge Frankiin County
200 N Kaufman St.

P.O. Box 1047

Mt. Vernon, TX 75457

RE: Engagement Letter for Coordinating Studies, Analyses and Preliminary Guidance in Suppo'rt of
February 27 Solar Resolution, As Amended

Deac Judge Lee,

I 2m honored to be tasked with coordinating a commission to undertake cettain studies aimed at
providing preliminary guidance and policy development in support of the Court’s Solar Resolution’,
adopted December 30, 2022 2nd as amended on February 27, 2023,

To assist you in achieving these objectives, I propose the following as the study areas most critical to
supporting the resolution - health and safety, county roads, and the environment - and
recruiting/assigning persons and organizations well-qualified to vndertake the data acquisition,
analyses aad policy recommendations. See Attachment 1 for study areas and initial study team
members.

A website and social media presence will be created to provide public transparency on the project
and its works-in-progress as well as weekly reports to the Court. Ownership of the website - and
any reports, analyses, videos and or other media publications - shall be the County's upon
completion of the work.

The final delivery date shall be NOT LATER THAN August 26, 2023, exacdy 180 days from
adoption of the amendment resolution.

Costs to the courts are estimated as follows:
Study Commission Coordination - Susan Olsen
Website/social media~ documented
Documented expenses - not to exceed
PR
¥" Photocopying
v Team member mileage

1 Exhibit 12/30/22 - E

EXHIBIT 03/27/2023 - |


Derick Schaefer
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A meeting has been organized with the County Agricultaral Service to estimate the cost of building
soil and water quality baselines of properties abutting those of proposed salat facilities and will be
submitted to the Court prior to initiating,

Any additional costs will be agreed to only with the express, written authotization of Franklin
County and will be fully documented.

If this proposal is acceptable, please execute one copy of this letter and retarn by email or USPS to
one of the following addresses:

Thank you for this opportunity. T am honored to be of service.

Sincerely,

Susan Olsen

ACCEPTED:

Date: 3/27/23


Derick Schaefer

Derick Schaefer


Attachment 1
Proposed Solar Resolutions Study Areas and Teams

HEALTH AND SAFETY

*® ¢ 6 4 s S &

County-wide firefighter capacity
County-wide firefighter resources
Equipment

Emergency Management Policy Changes/ Additions

Local education
Evacuvation routes/alamms
Fonding/grant capacity
Team Membess

v'  Fire chiefs

¥ Fire Marshall

ROADS
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Central Rozd Use Agreement Application/Issuance
Identification/monitoring hazardous/toxic matesal transport

Access points
Loads
Bridges
Culverts
Repair capacity
Stress points
Matesials
Equipment
Traffic management
Costs
Team Members

¥ Commissioners

ENVIRONMENT

® * e s 0 s

Water and soil sampling baseline
Water usage

Watersheds

Lakes

Prairie resources

Agticultural /pasture land inveatory
Wildlife habitat

Migratory birds

Team Members

County Agricvltural Services
Franklin County Farmet(s)
Franklin County Rancher(s)
Native Prairics Association of Texas
Texas A&M

Texas Farm Burean

CEQ liaison

AR NN NN
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Franklin County Commissioners' Court
Commissipner Court Minutes
Regular Session
March 27, 2023

The Franklin County Commissioners’ Court met in Regular Session March 27, 2023, at
9.00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom at the Franklin County Courthouse located at
200 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas.

Members present: Scott Lee, County Judge
Jerry Cooper, Commissioner, Precinct 1
Toby Godfrey, Commissioner, Precinct 2
Charlie Emerson, Commissioner, Precinct 3
Scott Smith, Commissioner, Precinct 4
Brook Bussell, County Clerk

VISITORS: Marla White, Katie Elliott, Brantin Carr, Tim Dial, Yesinia Castro, Chance
Crane, Lisa Lawrence, Ricky Jones, Susan Olsen, Mike Millender, Kathy Boren, Gary
Boren, David Truesdale, Lillie Bush-Reves, Mary MclLennan, Pat Wright, Diana
Duckworth, Mike Rambin, Gary Morrow, Johnny Wetzel, Ralph Robertson, Linda Owens,
and John Fuiton. '

Judge Lee called the meeting to order at 9:01 A.M., and Commissioner Smith offered
prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag was recited.

Public Comments: None

Agenda item 1 - APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 13, 2023 REGULAR
SESSION - COUNTY CLERK - Commissioner Emerson made a motion to approve the
March 13, 2023 Regular Session Minutes. Commissioner Godfrey seconded the motion.
Motion carried 4-0.

Agenda Item 2 - AUDIT CLAIMS AGAINST THE COUNTY AND AUTHORIZE THEIR
PAYMENT — TREASURER — Commissioner Godfrey made a motion to approve payment
of the claims against the county as presented, and Commissioner Emerson seconded the
motion. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - A

Agenda ltem 3 —~ CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING FEBRUARY 2023
MONTHLY REPORTS — COUNTY TREASURER — Commissioner Smith made a motion
to approve the February 2023 monthly reports as presented. Commissioner Emerson
seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - B

Agenda Item 4 - FIRST READING: REPLAT LOT WF1R-2 PHASE 2 TWIN COVE

ESTATES — RALPH ROBERTSON FOR WKN TRUST CYPRESS, LLC —-Commissioner
Smith made a motion to approve the first reading of the replat for Lot WF1R-2 Phase 2
Twin Cove Estates with a second by Commissioner Godfrey. Motion carried 4-0.
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Agenda ltem 5 - SECOND READING: REPLAT LOTS 8R-1 AND 9R-1 DEER COVE
SUBDIVISION - CYNTHIA & JOHN FULTON AND COLBY CABIN, LLC -
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the second reading of the replat for Lots
8R-1 and 9R-1 Deer Cove Subdivision. Commissioner Godfrey seconded the motion.
Motion carried 4-0.

See Plat Cabinet # 339A

Agenda Item 6 - RECORD MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 13. 2023 SESSION OF
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY CHILD WELFARE BOARD - LINDA HAMMOND — Minutes
from the February 13, 2023, session of the Franklin County Child Welfare Board were
presented to be put on record.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - C

Agenda ltem 7 -~ RECORD CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION FOR TAC
CYBERSECURITY AWARENESS TRAINING FOR ROBERT ZINN — COUNTY JUDGE
Judge Lee presented the Certificate of Completion for TAC Cybersecurity Awareness
Training for Robert Zinn to be put on record within the Minutes.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023- D

Agenda Item 8 — RECORD VG YOUNG INSTITUTE OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION AWARDED TO JERRY COQOPER AND CHARLIE
EMERSON FOR COMPLETION OF 14 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION —
COUNTY JUDGE - Judge Lee presented the VG Young Institute of County Government
Certificate of Completion awarded to Jerry Cooper and Charlie Emerson for completion
of 14 hours of continuing education to be put on record within the Minutes.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023~ E

Agenda Item 9 - RECORD COUNTY JUDGES AND COMMISSIONERS ASSOCATION
OF TEXAS CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION AWARDED TO CHARLIE EMERSON
FOR COMPLETION OF REQUIRED COMMISSIONERS EDUCATION — COUNTY
JUDGE - Judge Lee presented the County Judges and Commissioners Association of
Texas Certificate of Completion awarded to Charlie Emerson for completion of required
commissioners education to be put on record within the Minutes.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023- F

Agenda Item 10- CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING ANTI-BRIBERY
STATEMENT, OATH OF OFFICE, AND DEPUTION APPOINTING JANET WHITE TO
POSITION OF DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK — COUNTY CLERK — Commissioner Cooper
made a motion to approve the Anti-bribery Statement, Oath of Office, and Deputation
appointing Janet White to the position of Deputy County Clerk. Commissioner Smith
seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 —- G

Agenda Item 11 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING MT. VERNON
ROTARY’S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING ROADWAYS FOR TOUR
DE CYPRESS BIKE RACE ~ PAT WRIGHT - Commissioner Emerson made a motion
to approve the Mt. Vernon Rotary's request for assistance in preparing roadways for the
Tour De Cypress bike race, and Commissioner Godfrey seconded the mation. Mation

carried 4-0.
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Agenda Item 12 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING OATH OF
OFFICE AND BOND FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR -
YESINIA CASTRO — Judge Lee swore Yesinia Valenzuela Castro into the office of
Elections Administrator. Commissioner Godfrey made a motion to approve her Oath of
Office and Bond. Second was made by Commissioner Emerson. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 — H

Agenda ltem 13 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING SETTING
GUIDELINES FOR UTILITY COMPANIES’ USAGE OF RIGHT-OF-WAYS WITHIN
FRANKLIN COUNTY — PRECINCT 1 — No action taken. Will be put on a future agenda
once guidelines have been drafted.

Agenda ltem 14 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING THE
FORMATION OF A COMMISSION TO COORDINATE STUDIES AND ANALYSES,
IMPLEMENT POLICY DEVELOPMENT, AND PROVIDE GUIDANCE IN SUPPORT OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY'S AMENDED RESOLUTION IN REGARDS TO OPPOSITION OF
INDUSTRIAL SOLAR DEVELOPMENT, AS OUTLINED IN ENGAGEMENT LETTER
SUBMITTED BY SUSAN OLSEN ~ COUNTY JUDGE - Commissioner Smith made a
motion to approve a commission to coordinate studies and analyses, implement policy
development, and provide guidance in support of Franklin County's Amended Resolution
in regards to opposition of industrial solar development as outlined in the Engagement
Letter submitted by Susan Olsen. Commissioner Cooper seconded the motion. Motion
carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 ~ |

Agenda Item 15 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING FUNDING AND
DETERMINING FUNDING SOURCE FOR SOLAR COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING
PAYMENT OF ESTIMATED ITEMIZED COSTS — COUNTY JUDGE — Commissioner

Godfrey made a motion to approve funding in the amount of $4,501.00 to be paid from
the General Fund, and Commissioner Emerson seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-

0.

Agenda ltem 16 —~ CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING PURCHASE OF
COPIERS FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY AND AUTHORIZE MAINTENANCE
AGREEMENT WITH DATAMAX, INC. — JOHNNY WETZEL ~ Commissioner Emerson

made a motion to apprave the purchase of copies for Franklin County and authorize the
Maintenance Agreement with Datamax, Inc, Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.

Motion carried 4-0. .
See Exhibit 03/27/2023 — J

Agenda ltem 17 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING SERVICE
PROPOSAL FROM VESTED NETWORKS FOR THREE ADDITIONAL PHONES FOR

FRANKLIN COUNTY ANNEX EAST — COUNTY JUDGE — Commissioner Emerson
made a motion to approve the Service Proposal from Vested Networks for three additional
phones for the Franklin County Annex East. Commissioner Godfrey seconded the motion.
Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - K




CCM Vol: 70 P: 696

Agenda Item 18 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING RESOLUTION
DECLARING LOSS REVENUE DUE TO COVID-19 FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 —
COUNTY AUDITOR — Commissioner Emerson made a motion to approve resolutions as
presented for agenda items 18, 19, and 20. Motion was seconded by Commissioner
Smith. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - L

Agenda ltem 19 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING RESOLUTION
FOR FEDERAL GRANT PROCUREMENT POLICY, PROVIDING FOR A REPEALING
CLAUSE AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE - COUNTY AUDITOR -
Commissioner Emerson made a motion to approve resolutions as presented for agenda

items 18, 19, and 20. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried 4-0,
See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - M

Agenda ltem 20 — CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION ON APPROVING RESOLUTION
FOR _FINANCIAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR FEDERAL GRANT
CONTRACTS, PROVIDING FOR A REPEALING CLAUSE AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE — COUNTY AUDITOR - Commissioner Emerson made a motion to
approve resolutions as presented for agenda items 18, 19, and 20. Motion was seconded
by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried 4-0.

See Exhibit 03/27/2023 - N

DISCUSSION —

Nathan Carroll with the State Emergency Management Department addressed the court
regarding Disaster Relief Funding and what documentation is needed. He said training
can be provided to the commissioners and/or other designated personnel on proper
documentation and reporting.

Sheriff Jones stated heat/AC unit in tax office is not working properly. The heating part is
not functioning and cannot be fixed. The AC part is working at this time. He mentioned
incident at the sports complex regarding 4 wheelers being ridden on fields and would like
to use ARPA funds to place cameras on the premises. He talked about the demolition of
some of the buildings located on county property near the Law Enforcement Center, and
Commissioners Cooper and Emerson both stated they will assist with this. He also
addressed issues with county email/server and would like a new server under the services
of Kaybro Technologies. Plumbing updates for the 300 wing of the jail were discussed.
Projected cost for plumbing updates/repairs is approximately $43,000-$45,000.

County cleanup for spring was discussed. Tentatively will be held April 22-29, 2023
-(excluding Sunday) from 7:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. each day, and will only be offered at the
county dump. Commissioner Smith discussed prior issues at the Precinct 4 location. He
will consider possibly having that location available for the fall cleanup, but it will be
monitored. This will be put on the agenda for April 10, 2023, for consideration.

Lisa Lawrence stated the library was blessed with funds from the estate of Tom Wilkinson.
Will possibly use funds to replace the circutation desk and the door to the meeting room,
She would like to have a plaque on the door in memory of Mr. Wilkinson.
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Commissioner Emerson géve an update on the Mt. Vernon/Saltillo Young Farmers
Project Show. He said money given by elected officials was not spent due to the amazing
amount of support shown by the community this year.

Commissioner Emerson discussed a process of rejuvenating millings to make it more like
a coal mix product. Cost quoted is $49.00 per ton and the company comes here to do it.
Needs at least 1,000 tons which he probably has, but wants to open it up to the other
precincts as well to help offset cost of road materials.

Agenda Item 21 — ADJOURN - Commissioner Emerson made a motion to adjourn the
meeting and Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 10:06 A.M.

l, Brook Bussell, County Clerk, certify that this is an accurate accounting of the
proceedings of the Commissioners’ Court Regular Session on March 27, 2023.

Witnessed and recorded this 6th day of April, 2023.

“nllllllmu‘,
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Brook Bussell, County Clerk X
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FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT
NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
ABOVE-NAMED COMMISSIONERS COURT WILL BE HELD ON THE
27™ DAY OF MARCH, 2023,

AT 9:00 AM IN THE COUNTY COURTROOM - -

FRANKLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE £ =
200 N. KAUFMAN S
MT. VERNON, TEXAS %-C‘-\ N~
Call to Order 8> =
Invocation IES =M
Pledge ;,% o O

=4

Public Comments
- Agenda -
DELIBERATE AND/OR TAKE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

1. Approve minutes from the March 13, 2023 regular session (County Clerk)
2. Audit claims against the County and authorize their payment (County Treasurer)

3. Consider and take action on approving February 2023 Monthly Reports

(County Treasurer)
4. First Reading: Replat Lot WF1R-2 Phase 2 Twin Cove Estates (Ralph

Robertson for WKN Trust Cypress, LLC)
5. Second Reading: Replat Lots 8R-1 and 9R-1 Deer Cove Subdivision (Cynthia &

John Fulton and Colby Cabin, LLC)
6. Record minutes from the February 13, 2023 session of the Franklin County Child

Weifare Board (Linda Hammond)
7. Record Certificate of Completion for TAC Cybersecurity Awareness Training for

Robert Zinn (County Judge)
8. Record VG Young Institute of County Government Certificate of Completion
awarded to Jerry Cooper and Charlie Emerson for completion of 14 hours of

continuing education (County Judge)
9. Record County Judges and Commissioners Association of Texas Certificate of

Completion awarded to Charlie Emerson for completion of required

commissioners’ education (County Judge)
10. Consider and take action on approving Anti-bribery Statement, Oath of Office

and Deputation appointing Janet White to position of Deputy County Clerk

(County Clerk)
11. Consider and take action on approving Mt. Vernon Rotary’s request for

assistance in preparing roadways for Tour de Cypress Bike Race (Pat Wright)
12. Consider and take action on approving Oath of Office and Bond for Franklin

County Elections Administrator (Yesi Valenzuela Castro)
13.Consider and take action on approving setting guidelines for utility companies’

usage of right-of-ways within Franklin County (Precinct 1)



14.Consider and take action on approving authorizing the formation of a commission
to coordinate studies and analyses, implement policy development and provide
preliminary guidance in support of Franklin County’s Amended Resolution in
regards to opposition of industrial solar development, as outlined in Engagement
Letter submitted by Susan Olsen (County Judge)

15.Consider and take action on approving funding and determining funding source
for solar commission and authorizing payment of estimated itemized costs
(County Judge)

16.Consider and take action on approving purchase of copiers for Franklin County
and authorize Maintenance Agreement with Datamayx, Inc. (Johnny Wetzel)

17.Consider and take action on approving Service Proposal from Vested Networks
for three additional phones for Franklin County Annex East (County Judge)

18. Consider and take action on approving Resolution declaring loss revenue due to
COVID-19 for Fiscal Year 2021 (County Auditor)

19. Consider and take action on approving Resolution for Federal Grant
Procurement Policy, Providing for a Repealing Clause and Establishing an
Effective Date (County Auditor)

20.Consider and take action on approving Resolution for Financial Policies and
Procedures for Federal Grant Contracts, Providing for a Repealing Clause and
Establishing an Effective Date (County Auditor)

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Disaster Relief Funding (Nathan Carroll, State Emergency Management Department);
Road maintenance and related issues; County Extension office: County building and
equipment maintenance; County cyber security and related issues?lQ HaRE nomic
development; Jail and inmate issues; Upcoming Legislative isséies] By 4
Enforcement Issues; Future agenda Items =2 ’\,.-j",. )

21.Adjourn 4{ f J
(ot Aer.

COUNTY JUDGE

Pursuant to the authority granted under Government Code, Chapter 551, the
Commissioners Court may convene a closed session to discuss any of the above
agenda items. Immediately before any closed session, the specific section or sections
of Government Code, Chapter 551 that provides statutory authority will be announced.

CERTIFICATION

ATTEST:W W DATE: 32‘/’2 9

Brook Bussell, County Clerk AN
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